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12061500  SKOKOMISH RIVER NEAR POTLATCH, WA
LOCATION.--Lat 47°18'36", long 123°10'33", in SE1⁄4NW1⁄4, sec.15, T.21 N., R.4 W., Mason County, Hydrologic Unit 17110017, on upstream side of right 
pier of bridge on U.S. Highway 101, 3.7 mi downstream from confluence of North and South Forks, 4.7 mi southwest of Potlatch, and at mile 5.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--227 mi2, includes 99 mi2 upstream from Cushman Dam No. 2, which is noncontributing except during spillage. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1943 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1716: 1950(M), 1956. WSP 1932: Drainage area. WDR WA-72: 1968(M), 1971(M). WDR WA-75: 1974. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 10.67 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to May 27, 1964, water-stage recorders or nonrecording gage at several 
sites about 0.6 mi upstream at different datums. Supplementary water-stage recorder on right bank at site 0.6 mi upstream at datum 16.47 ft above NGVD 
of 1929 used Nov. 16 to Dec. 10, 1964, June 11 to July 7, and Nov. 2-24, 1965. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Above stages of about 15 ft, the river flows out of the main channel upstream 
from the gage into three channels that bypass the gage. Flow partly regulated at Lake Cushman and Cushman Reservoir No. 2. In normal years, practically 
entire flow of North Fork is diverted at Cushman Dam No. 2 and is discharged into Puget Sound through Cushman powerplant No. 2. Chemical analyses 
August 1960 to September 1961, October 1961 to September 1970 (partial-record station), October 1971 to September 1974. Water temperatures May 1955 
to September 1962, October 1963 to September 1982. Water temperatures and specific conductance July 1996 to April 1998. Geological Survey satellite 
telemeter at station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE.--61 years (water years 1944-2004), 1,215 ft3/s, 129.00 in/yr, 880,400 acre-ft.yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 36,600 ft3/s, Nov. 23, 1990, gage height, 16.80 ft (floodmark), from rating curve extended 
above 14,000 ft3/s; maximum gage height, 17.75 ft, Mar. 19, 1997; minimum discharge, 99 ft3/s, Oct. 27, 28, Nov. 6-9, 1987. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of December 1933 reached an elevation of 30.8 ft NGVD of 1929 at site on left bank 150 ft upstream 
from old highway bridge, discharge, 18,600 ft3/s. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, unknown, Oct. 20, gage height, 17.59 ft; minimum discharge, 159 ft3/s, Oct. 1-6. 

   

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 162 697 2,290 989 2,400 1,090 1,050 564 427 290 210 268
2 163 674 2,080 917 2,090 993 931 564 406 287 210 262
3 163 626 2,940 854 1,880 928 856 552 389 286 210 254
4 163 587 2,110 794 1,760 874 822 536 380 282 212 247
5 163 554 3,080 749 1,590 1,000 783 526 391 276 212 241

6 163 525 7,070 758 1,710 1,020 748 502 454 272 270 237
7 166 504 3,640 942 1,820 1,420 720 492 464 270 481 231
8 188 484 2,630 2,890 1,570 1,700 698 496 421 268 341 229
9 270 462 2,090 3,270 1,380 1,470 678 485 402 267 286 230

10 313 457 1,790 4,070 1,240 1,240 666 475 389 265 260 233

11 280 533 1,580 3,070 1,130 1,080 667 465 378 261 245 788
12 960 497 1,880 2,410 1,060 975 671 452 370 257 235 513
13 848 459 1,980 2,870 1,000 902 649 439 483 253 230 470
14 476 437 2,140 5,490 1,360 842 663 428 471 250 225 504
15 410 460 1,960 5,900 2,620 799 651 423 432 246 221 633

16 7,480 978 2,450 3,250 2,800 762 616 419 406 244 218 685
17 e18,900 2,250 2,840 2,300 2,640 735 592 416 388 241 215 874
18 8,580 e18,100 2,090 2,060 2,800 767 575 408 375 237 213 850
19 4,680 e15,500 1,780 2,080 2,230 787 602 414 365 235 212 842
20 e20,000 4,410 1,950 1,860 1,760 727 916 406 356 236 210 695

21 e17,500 2,570 1,890 1,600 1,490 694 1,070 399 347 235 213 587
22 e10,200 1,930 1,590 1,410 1,300 679 927 402 341 231 220 522
23 6,160 1,680 1,430 1,350 1,170 690 799 403 337 227 222 475
24 2,310 1,730 2,390 1,260 1,150 907 727 392 334 223 231 435
25 1,680 1,830 2,900 1,150 1,320 1,520 671 379 327 222 393 405

26 1,360 1,690 2,060 1,170 1,340 2,470 642 377 320 222 608 382
27 1,160 1,490 1,740 1,270 1,470 2,350 656 431 311 219 441 364
28 1,020 5,830 1,470 2,080 1,370 1,730 627 498 305 217 356 350
29 925 e10,600 1,280 2,700 1,220 1,430 587 439 300 215 315 335
30 830 3,300 1,140 9,350 --- 1,390 563 467 294 214 292 324
31 746 --- 1,070 3,530 --- 1,230 --- 463 --- 212 277 ---

TOTAL 108,419 81,844 69,330 74,393 48,670 35,201 21,823 14,112 11,363 7,660 8,484 13,465
MEAN 3,497 2,728 2,236 2,400 1,678 1,136 727 455 379 247 274 449
MAX 20,000 18,100 7,070 9,350 2,800 2,470 1,070 564 483 290 608 874
MIN 162 437 1,070 749 1,000 679 563 377 294 212 210 229
AC-FT 215,000 162,300 137,500 147,600 96,540 69,820 43,290 27,990 22,540 15,190 16,830 26,710
CFSM 27.3 21.3 17.5 18.7 13.1 8.87 5.68 3.56 2.96 1.93 2.14 3.51
IN. 31.51 23.79 20.15 21.62 14.14 10.23 6.34 4.10 3.30 2.23 2.47 3.91

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1943 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 836 1,976 2,395 2,220 2,106 1,609 1,195 836 559 349 251 301
MAX 3,497 5,582 5,169 5,540 4,067 3,432 2,005 1,675 1,213 783 690 1,039
(WY) (2004) (1991) (1995) (1953) (1995) (1972) (1969) (1948) (1956) (1974) (1991) (1978)
MIN 115 286 772 524 709 704 487 455 261 189 144 147
(WY) (1988) (1994) (1986) (1949) (1985) (2001) (1973) (2004) (1992) (1944) (1944) (1987)
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SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1943 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 591,198 494,764
ANNUAL MEAN 1,620 1,352 1,215
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 1,993        1999
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 635        1977
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 20,000 Oct 20 20,000 Oct 20 30,000 Dec 20, 1994
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 162 Oct  1 162 Oct  1 99 Nov  7, 1987
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 163 Sep 29 163 Oct  1 105 Oct 22, 1987
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 1,173,000 981,400 880,400
ANNUAL RUNOFF (CFSM) 12.7 10.6 9.49
ANNUAL RUNOFF (INCHES) 171.82 143.79 129.00
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 3,060 2,580 2,600
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 643 654 728
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 191 231 204

e Estimated
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